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Well, it is now almost 3 months since the last newsletter…!

The kids had a month long holiday in August. In this period, we shifted locations for 

the school again (the third time this year) due to an intolerable agent responsible for the old 
place. It was so sad to leave at this point, as we could finally see our plants growing, our compost 
maturing and we had even sealed those bad roofs. Hopefully our next shift will be to the new 
plot.

In our transition, we have also been accompanied by 7 more students, all in kindergarten 

level, whom have been learning at this place with only one teacher.  This teacher was in fact doing 
her teachers training with our teacher Cecilia and now they are working together in charge of 
KG.1, KG.2 and KG.3. Worth mentioning is that any new student joining us will pay a monthly fee 
for food, stationary and other school expenses and they will not be coming with us when we 
make our transition to the new plot.

New classrooms have been made from our beloved sisal sticks and although this 

new location is smaller in teaching space, the field on the plot is much better for the kids to play 
on as well as other activities. There is currently no water system installed, despite a written 
agreement and some other small challenges arise, but nothing that cannot be managed.

There was a national teachers strike that ended up involving the private schools as well. 

However, for our case, this only affected the kids for a few days before resuming back to normal.

I have been in Norway for more than 2 months working and finally I am on my way back to the 
beautiful, crazy people, all the animals and will soon be joined by Lee as well!

Take care - and come to Kenya and help us build our school :)

- Lindsay and Eco Moyo Crew

WHAT´S BEEN UP?
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The gypsy school seems to be a good term for us considering how mobile we have been lately…
Our classrooms were mended together on the new (but also temporary) location. Watchman 
Livingstone and Patrick on pics below have done a great job together with the rest of the staff. 

NEW SCHOOL LOCATIONS

Setting up our classrooms from the last place 

Kindergarden with Teacher Cecilia 

Class 1 and 2 with Teacher Trizah 

Class 3 with Mathews 
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As of this month, we finally have enough sponsors to cover all of our regular expenses! Thanks so 
much to all of you who enable us with this financial security, it means the world!

As I believe in transparency, a regular update of how this money is spent seams to be in order. 
Here is our approx budget, where numbers have been rounded up or down for easy accessibility.

THE MONTHLY BUDGET

Food (8 500 Ksh)  —————————————————————     $ 65                            
Breakfast, lunch, food-box to take home. 20 kids, 5 adults.

Sanitary expenses (800 Ksh)  —————————————————   $ 6
Laundry detergent, toilet paper, tooth paste, soap, etc.

Office expenses (5 000 Ksh)  —————————————————   $ 40
Inc cartridges, Internet, pencils, exercise books, etc.

School bus (20 000 Ksh) ———————————————————  $ 150

Rent for school incl. electricity (16 000 Ksh)  ——————————    $ 120

Other expenses (7 000 Ksh)  ————————————————— $ 50
Water, gas, sawdust for cooking, transport, etc.

Salaries(60 000 Ksh)  ——————————————————         $ 450
5 employees

Miscellaneous   (5 000 Ksh)  ———————————————         $ 40

Total per month —————————     $ US 921

The uplifting part about our budget, is that expenses such as rent and school bus will be cut 
when we move to our new plot. For this amount (36,000 Ksh), we can take in 3 times as many 
students whom will also receive free education, food and books - just like the students we have 
now.

 THAT is pretty crazy…

WHERE DO DONATIONS GO
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THE SCHOOL VAN

We finally got our project up on Indiegogo! 
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/the-eco-moyo-education-centre-school-bus#/story
Saving up for a van like the one below is our main priority now.  The expense for transport is so 
high and the need for our own vehicle to transport the kids and getting started on the new plot 
is becoming a necessity.  After 2 weeks we have raised almost $ 2,000! Please help us spread the 

The add above is just an 
example of the type of vehicle 
we are looking at with an 
average price. 

As we are buying second hand, 
we gotta make sure it aint crap.

And again, our wonderful friend Martin Whatson has donated prints that have been sold on eBay 
and through a few galleries. The print to the right “Napoleon” is a collaboration with Norwegian 
artist Dot Dot Dot.  “Chinook Hearts” to the right.

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/the-eco-moyo-education-centre-school-bus#/story
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/the-eco-moyo-education-centre-school-bus#/story
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We are now mapping out 
alternative Kenyan partners 
for our project. We have 
contacted Pwani University, 
as well as other local groups 
involved in aquaculture 
activities.

I posted our budget for term 3 cost on facebook with the need for more books, PE kits, etc.  
Thank you so much Hanne Therese and “anonymous sponsor” for chipping in on this!!!

MORE BOOKS

AQUAPONICS

During the time I have been back in Norway, we have had a couple of meetings concerning the  
development of our Aquaponics Project. The University of Agder,  AqVisor (aquaponics 
engineering consultants) and The Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research (NIBIO). 
The idea is for Eco Moyo to be a demonstration site for aquaponics, for local schools and groups 
to come and learn and of course sell fish to earn cash for the school.
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This job is almost finished. Telemark Fylkeskommune (a norwegian county) gave us a grant for this 
a while back, I´m so happy to finally show them the result!

NEW PLOT FENCED

When having PE (Physical Exercise) in Kenya - any school with respect for themselves needs to 
have a PE kit. So we got new T-shirts and green shorts!!!

PE - KIT FOR STUDENTS
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In the first week of February and March we are arranging 2 free workshops for anyone interested 
in learning how to build with a material called cob. We are very happy that some friends and 
family have already booked flights!  

Read more on our website about the workshop :http://www.ecomoyo.com/#!cob/ckhp

Here we are

Eco Moyo

NATURAL BUILDING WORKSHOP

http://www.ecomoyo.com/#!cob/ckhp
http://www.ecomoyo.com/#!cob/ckhp


�9

Lee and I went to a course hosted by Permaculture Research 
Institute Kenya in Nanyuki (Kenya) earlier this year and learnt 
how to build with cob. This is what we experienced:
- The whole process is extremely social and engaging 
- People of all ages can do it 
- It was easy!!!! 
- Incredible building a structure which can last for 
centuries! 
- Free to create whatever you can imagine

                 New Mexico                                    England                                 Yemen  

Later, we shared the knowledge with our students and staff, teaching them how to make adobe 
bricks (bricks made with cob). We produced 68 bricks in just one day! The kids were having a 
blast, finally being told to play with mud and getting dirty! - So interesting to see how teamwork 
blossomed. Some were occupied with these activities for ages without getting bored or tired.

Our hope is to establish some basic infrastructure and a handful of structures on the new site 
within the next 6 months. On the following pages, I have added some info on what expenses we 
are looking at, all in chronological order of need.

MORE COB…
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School

Timber 

Orchard

Water Dam

Food Crops

Office 

          Cell 
grazing

Cows Staff Units

Workshop

Aquaponics System

Dorm

The dream plot is finally in place! Much of the time ahead will be spent building classrooms, 
student dorm, staff housing, get our orchard and food crops growing.  And of course develop our 
future income source; the aquaponic system.

DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION PLANS

THIS IS THE PLAN:
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We have decided to live totally off the grid with our school, which means we also want to be self 
reliant concerning water. Thus, we have chosen to drill a borehole versus connecting to the main 
pipe. 

Costs:
(150 feet deep x 1800 sh/foot = 270,000 sh. )   

Total: Cost: $ 2000

In order to reach different parts of the plot (10 acres), we need to make a road where trucks can 
access for delivery of building materials, etc.

This can be done by a grader in approx. 2 hours.

Costs: 
12,000 sh/hour x 5 hours (2 hours work and 3 hours transport)
= 60,000 sh (Fuel and driver included)

Total: Cost: $ 450

ROAD

WATER
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POWER

Living off the grid also means using alternative power cto electricity. Solar panels, wind turbines 
and generators will cater for our needs. 
Below is a budget for the solar needs for different parts of the school;

Costs:
Security building: 7,500 sh, Office; 215,000 sh, Student Dorm; 321,000 sh = 551,000 sh

Total: Cost: $ 4,100 

Then in a perfect world we add some more
Costs:
School Kitchen: 251,000 sh, Computer room; 624,000 sh. = 875,000 sh

Total: Cost: $ 6,550 
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DORMITORY

This will be our first construction that we hope to begin building in the first week of February. 

KINDERGARTEN

Below is a design of what we imagine the kindergarten will look like. Roofs will be a combination of 
metal sheets and sails. Walls of cob, stone and wood. Floors of slate and cob. Every classroom has an 
indoor and outdoor learning space, a garden and a lockable room for materials. 

BUILDINGS
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Otherwise I´m back in Kenya and life can finally begin again! 

A VISIT TO THE OPTICIAN

A while back, we organised for an optician to visit our school and test our students and staff.  Of 
the kids, only Mercy and Christian need glasses, of the staff,  Asumptor and Mathews. 

The deal we got from our optician is an average of 4,000 sh ($ 30) per head inclusive of frame 
and glass. 

So if anyone feels like chipping in on this post, let me know, we´d be so grateful! 

Inside rented classroom 

The girls                                                               Shiloh smelling Snoopy´s butt 
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The compound                         …and Patrick                                                        

Outdoor classrooms                                                   

Outside                                                                               Kitchen 

We finally got installed water!                                                   Fence 

Might be relevant to mention that this is still a temporary place, and very little cash has 
been spent on the rented premisses. Water was the landlord, then we have brought 
everything with us. We bought some cement for 2 toilets and chicken wire for the fence. 
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Thanks to all of you or sharing our updates, spreading the word about our project and 
supporting us with cash, ideas and services! 

Here my friend Hege and her 2 daughters have bought building blocks that turned out to 
be very popular! Thanks so much! 

As you can see on his head in this pic Hamissi has been 
suffering with skin problemsfor a long time.  

We have 5 students from the same mother whom is 
very poor. So a few months ago, we decided to give 
them Moringa powder in theyr porridge every morning.  

One of the teachers said she thinks it is the Moringa 
that has healed his skin! 

THANKS
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BYE!
Lindsay and
Eco Moyo Crew

FINALLY REGISTERED CBO

We are finally recognised by the Kenyan government as legitimate CBO (Community 
Based Organisation).  

This will make it much easier to apply for funding, as being a formal organisation is 
required for many many funding bodies.  


